Welcome to the fifth newsletter of the project Erasmus +
Strategic Partnership for adult education
« Pave the Way to a social entrepreneurship »
This newsletter will be published quarterly and is intended to inform you on the
progress of the project.

This newsletter is about the multiplier event « Pave the way to a social entrepreneurship – How to
better advise and help people willing to start their social company » which took place in Brussels, April
25th 2019 in the premises of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC).
The Social Economy (SE) sector is in constant growth in the EU. It concerns 1 enterprise out of 10,
employs about 14 million workers and 5.5 million volunteers and generates 8% of the European GDP.
The SE offers an alternative model to the classic market economy: it offers a functioning model that
reconcile economic and social in the long term.
It carries common values:
1. A social or of general interest aim
2. A non-profit aim that is an aim oriented towards
services to their members or to the community
rather than the remuneration of an invested
capital
3. A participative and democratic governance
In a world where globalisation shows its limits in
terms of company relocation, of weakening of the
local productive fabric and threat to the ecological
balance, the SE lead on the contrary to a lasting
territorial anchorage of economic and social activities.
After these words of introduction by Diego Dutto of the EESC – Diversity Europe Group and Eric
Degimbe, Director of the CEC, the meeting continued with the presentation of the project and the
state of the arts of the online learning platform by Anton Caro of Gis Transfer Foundation (Bulgaria)
and of a canvas of Business plan by Elisabeth Diaz of Trinijove (Spain).
Then, Sébastien Pereau of ConcertES (Belgium) gave the participants an overview of what Social
Entrepreneurship is in Wallonia and Brussels.
First he tried to give a definition of what Social Entrepreneurship is. Although there are any definitions,
they all have some similarities:

- Active in all sectors of Economic activities
- Governance: Democratic & participative decision process, autonomous
- Social: aim to benefit the members or the community
- Profit/surpluses not distributed to capital but to social & general interest objectives
In 2005, ConcertES was created to allow various federations in the SE field to speak in “one voice”.
Mr Péreau explained how SE is organized in Wallonia and Brussels.
FEDERAL LEVEL: In Belgium, in 2000, a cooperation agreement on SE was signed between the Federal
State and the Regions. This agreement was built on several axes:
- WISE (work integration social enterprises) & other employment support
- Tax (VAT)
- Social clauses in Public procurement
- Local & neighbourhood services
- Support Investment & risk-capital in the SE.

Nowadays, there is a new law on associations and companies in Belgium, at federal level. This new law
brings huge changes as it reinforces the cooperative form of companies and now allows associations
to have an economic activity primarily.

WALLONIA: in Wallonia, there is a decree on Social Economy since 2008. This decree gives a common
definition of SE in Wallonia, organises SE by appointing a representative organisation of SE in the region
(ConcertES) and by creating the Walloon SE Council, defines priorities in regards of SE for the Walloon
government and makes room for innovation by allowing the government to support innovative
initiative in the SE field.
BRUSSELS: there is a new decree, dating from 2018, that organises the recognition of SE. This decree
also gives a shared definition of SE for the region of Brussels, organises the recognition of SE and the
recognition and support of WISE under Services of general economic interest (SGEI) and the support
of advice agencies in the field of SE.
This decree is quite new so the implementing
bylaws and precisions are still under
development.
Finally, in Brussels and in Wallonia, the
support to development organisations in the
field of SE is being reformed, this happens at a
moment where the general support towards
economic development is being reformed in
Brussels and Wallonia. The question that can
be raised is should the principles of SE be kept
as a specificity of the field or should it be generalised to the economic development support in general?
This intervention was followed by some presentations of Belgian best practices “Les Capucines” by
Emilie Many and by Denis Schreiber, Director of Ateliers de Pontaury, a Bulgarian one by Anton Caro,
and a Spanish one by Andres Martinez from the CECAP.
In conclusion, SE is not a miracle remedy but it brings a lot of solutions to the European challenges.
It offers a different way that guarantees the primacy of general interest of solidarity and democracy in
a new entrepreneurial logic. To affirm itself and to consolidate itself, it must increase its pace and
become a real political ambition of the EU.
In the EU treaty, it is stated that the Union works for a social market economy well let’s make ES a
vector of this EU social market economy.

Upcoming events:

The Final seminar of the project Erasmus + Pave the way to a social

entrepreneurship will take place on the 18th of September 2019 in Brussels.

